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Aims

• Identify best practice principles and criteria for effective 

EIA follow-up governance.

• Understand what would constitute effective EIA follow-

up governance at the jurisdiction (macro) level.



Methods

• Derive best practice principles (10) and criteria for 

effective EIA follow-up governance by literature review.

• Apply to Malta case study through a policy Delphi 

(Beiderback et al., 2021; Franklin & Hart, 2007; Turoff, 

1970) with stakeholders (proponents, architects, 

consultants, local council associations, gov. entities, & 

eNGOs (e.g., Hanna & Noble, 2015).



Background (1)

• EIA follow-up governance 

incorporates all the 

processes, mechanisms and 

arrangements required to 

enable the implementation of 

EIA follow-up (Arts & 

Morrison-Saunders, 2022).

• All EIA follow-up elements 

essential to understanding 

outcomes of development 

projects subject to EIA.



Background (2)

• Importance of Pinto et al. 

(2019) who distilled the EIA 

follow-up best practice 

principles into 24 criteria 

aimed to aid qualitative 

assessment of EIA follow-up 

performance of a project.

• Added ‘governance’ to the 

elements of EIA follow-up.



Background (3)

• Importance of Pope et al. 

(2018) who propose an EIA 

effectiveness framework with 

four dimensions – procedural, 

substantive, transactive and 

legitimacy.



1. Have a 

legislative 

framework 

which specifies 

EIA follow-up 

requirements.

Applying the EIA follow-up governance best practice principles (1) to Malta



2. Establish clear 

identification of 

responsibilities in 

EIA follow-up.

3. Specify compliance 

and enforcement 

provisions.

Applying the EIA follow-up governance best practice principles (2, 3) to Malta



4. Ensure reporting 

of EIA follow-up 

outcomes, to 

facilitate adaptive 

management and 

promote 

continuous 

learning from 

experience to 

improve future 

practice.

Applying the EIA follow-up governance best practice principles (4) to Malta



5. Establish clear, 

pre-defined and 

well-justified 

performance 

criteria for EIA 

follow-up.

6. Have a clear 

understanding of 

the purpose and 

importance of EIA 

follow-up.

Applying the EIA follow-up governance best practice principles (5,6) to Malta



7. Allocate adequate 

resources to ensure 

EIA follow-up.

8. Ensure that EIA 

follow-up 

governance 

arrangements are 

appropriately 

efficient and 

effective.

Applying the EIA follow-up

governance best practice

principles (7,8) to Malta



9. Ensure 

transparency and 

accessibility of EIA 

follow-up to all 

stakeholders/parti

es involved.

10. Ensure legitimacy 

of EIA follow-up 

governance 

arrangements.

Applying the EIA follow-up governance best practice principles (9,10) to Malta



Reflections and Conclusions

• Application of the best practice principles is relatively easy and offers clear 

feedback in relation to the performance of EIA follow-up governance.

• Lack of information on EIA follow-up governance may hinder a robust judgement 

of its performance.

• May be applied to any jurisdiction worldwide, providing guidance and enabling 

practice rather than acting as a simple compliance check-box tool.

• In conclusion, understanding governance processes, arrangements and 

mechanisms is vital in making EIA follow-up happen.
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