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Impact Assessment and Sustainable Development in
Canada
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Development and Conservation Interventions and Social Equity

Social Equity
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INTEGRITY MATTERS:
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The Need for Robust Equity Tools

Interventions not designed for equity

Global, diffuse benefits
(GHG rgiggation)

Coastal

Renewable
Energy

Loss of local control,
access to sites

Many indicators and tools for addressing equity not reliable
Neglects process or outcomes

Neglect social-cultural context

Lack of transparency

Conflicts of interest

Vague definitions

Accountability gaps between proponents and affected communities
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"Anti-inequity” Assessment

Diagnose, anticipate, evaluate adverse effects to plan against them
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Anti -Inequity Intervention Assessment Structure

Assess Priorities
and Problems of
Ocean-Dependent

People

Context

Systemic issues that lead to people being “left behind”

Ocean Science for
Understanding
Context of

Problems
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Solutions
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Anti -Inequity Intervention Assessment Governance and Focus

Focus on those “left
behind”
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Cumulative (Dis)Advantage

Job ad networking

Racial majority applicants
receive

?%

job ads

Call-back for
Interview

Racial majority applicants
receive

53%

more callbacks

Job Offer

Racial majority applicants
receive

145%

more job offers

Quillian et al. 2020
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Cumulative (Dis)Advantage
Treatment
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Cumulative (Dis)Advantage — |A Affected by History

e Development and IA doesn’t occur ahistorically

o Limiting impacts may not limit as much as we think
o |A processes inherit historic inequities

Historically
marginalized groups
have limited input in

|A engagement open assessment
to all equally

Historically
marginalized groups
lack

Historically Historically benefitting
benefitting groups groups groups have

dedicate capacity for outsized input in
engagement assessment




Case Study: Cumulative (Dis)Advantage and WelMeaning Development

Protect against unintended but plausible impacts (with precedent, perceived risk)
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The Eko Atlantic development

Millions of tonnes of sand hauled from the ocean floor to
create a manmade peninsula
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Case Study: Cumulative (Dis)Advantage and Sellnterest

- Who gets to scopes assessment influences
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Case Study: SEA scoping by impacted communities
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Case Study: SEA scoping by impacted communities
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Equity, Sustainable Development, and TA

Equity is the focus of sustainable development, but most
ocean interventions not designed for equity

Many proponents and advocates try to make the case that
meeting their self-interests are good for the world

Assessment and evaluation:

* Recognizing cumulative (dis)advantage

* Protect against conflict of interest and misaligned
indicators

* Forecast harms to plan against them
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