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Our presentations

1. Introduction – Amrei von Hase, WCS

2. Advances in policy and practice on the mitigation 

hierarchy in Mozambique  - Hugo Costa, WCS

3. Involving local communities in delivering 

conservation and compensation in Guinea -

Suzanne Cotillon, Biotope

4. Ørsted's approach to delivering biodiversity net 

positive renewable energy - Samir Whitaker, 

Ørsted

5. Biodiversity credits – what are they and how can 

they be used? Steve Edwards, South Pole



Nature Positive: what does it mean?

• More nature in future 

than we have now

• A societal goal

• Aligns with ambitions in 

the CBD’s Biodiversity 

Plan: ‘to halt and 

reverse nature loss .. 

and put nature on a 

path to recovery..’

• It is NOT a replacement 

of the Mitigation 

Hierarchy but rather 

builds on and extends 

this!
www.naturepositive.org



What is the Mitigation Hierarchy?

• AVOID, MINIMISE, 

RESTORE and only after 

those steps are exhausted 

and if feasible, OFFSET 

residual impacts

• This is not new. I it just needs 

to be done better (esp. 

avoiding losses). Part of this 

includes tight regulation

• AND, to support Nature 

Positive: 

• Expand to the value chain

• Invest in further 

conservation outcomes



https://theconversation.com/nature-positive-isnt-just-planting-a-few-
trees-its-actually-stopping-the-damage-we-do-213075https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-023-02199-2

https://www.iaia.org/webinar-details.php?ID=87

Nature positive and the Mitigation Hierarchy

https://portals.iucn.org
/library/node/51299 https://www.impactmitig

ation.org/about-imec

https://theconversation.com/nature-positive-isnt-just-planting-a-few-trees-its-actually-stopping-the-damage-we-do-213075
https://theconversation.com/nature-positive-isnt-just-planting-a-few-trees-its-actually-stopping-the-damage-we-do-213075
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-023-02199-2
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-details.php?ID=87
https://www.impactmitigation.org/about-imec
https://www.impactmitigation.org/about-imec


A Just Transformation 

Díaz et al., Science 366, eaax3100 (2019) 13 December 2019

• As called for by the 2019 

IPBES Assessment on 

Biodiversity and ES 

• System-level change to 

achieve outcomes such as 

Nature Positive 

• All actors need to act

• All actors need to be involved 

in a fair and equitable way 

(rights and responsibilities 

shared)



Impact Mitigation 
and Ecological 
Compensation 

(IMEC)
An IUCN Commission on 
Ecosystem Management 

Thematic Group

Guiding best-practice application of the 
mitigation hierarchy, and improving 
alignment of impact mitigation and 

ecological compensation practice with 
biodiversity targets

Chair: Martine Maron, The University of Queensland, Australia

Co-Chairs: Amrei von Hase, Wildlife Conservation Society, South Africa 

Fabien Quétier, Rewilding Europe, France



Strategic objectives:

1. Strengthen policy and governance systems to support 

best practice application of the mitigation hierarchy (MH)

2. Integrate biodiversity data into planning and 

decision-making to support impact mitigation and 

conservation 

3. Develop, with partners, models and operational 

protocols to implement the MH, incl. offsets

4. Help build capacity on the MH and aligning mitigation 

and biodiversity objectives (national / global goals)

www.comboprogram.org

COMBO+: Conservation, Mitigation and Biodiversity Offsets

Aims to reconcile economic development and biodiversity conservation

Funded by:

http://www.comboprogram.org/


#iaia24

Let’s continue the conversation!
Post questions and comments in the IAIA24 app.
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