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Just Transformation
Just: fair; morally correct

Transformation: a complete change in the appearance or character of       

     something or someone, especially so that that thing or person is improved

                                         Source: Cambridge Dictionary

Just Transformation: radical shifts in social–ecological system configurations 

through forced, emergent or deliberate processes that produce balanced and 

beneficial outcomes for both social justice and environmental sustainability.

Source: Just Transformations to Sustainability

by Nathan J. Bennett, etc., Sustainability 2019, 11(14)



both unsustainable and unjust                     unsustainable but just                              sustainable but unjust

Source: Just Transformations to Sustainability

by Nathan J. Bennett, etc., Sustainability 2019, 11(14)

Figure. Heuristic models of transformations from Initial social–ecological system states (x) 

towards Future states. 

The dark arrows: just transformations

The lighter arrows: no just transformations that privilege either environmental sustainability or social justice. 
Environmental sustainability: environmental health, ecosystem productivity, biodiversity, etc.

Social justice: distribution of wealth, opportunity and privileges, etc.



Figure. Just transformation management consists of deliberate governance processes and 

actions taken to shift systems towards environmental sustainability and social justice outcomes in 

ways that account for recognitional, procedural and distributional concerns

Source: Just Transformations to Sustainability

by Nathan J. Bennett, etc., Sustainability 2019, 11(14)



Biocentrism: John Muir (1838-1914)

  “The universe would be incomplete without man; 

 but it would also be incomplete without the smallest 

transmicroscopic creatures that dwells beyond 

our conceitful eyes and knowledge.”

Anthropocentrism: Gifford Pinchot (1865-1946)

 “Conservation meant the wise and efficient use of 

natural resources for the benefit of people.”

Current and Future?



Tiering Related Acts

Cases Reviewed by 

Ministry of EnvironmentReview Agency

POLICY
National Land Use

Management Act, etc.
Ministry of 

Environment

-1989: UNKNOWN

1990-1993: 1,701

1994-2000: 3,475

PLAN

PROGRAM

PROJECT

Ministry of 

Environment

1993-2000: 1,251

  2000-2022: 85,700

2022: 3002

Strategic EA (PERS in EP Act: 

Strategic EIA 2006) into

EIA Act: Small-scale EIA & 

Strategic EIA on July 22, 2012

1982-2021: 6,577

2022: 150
Ministry of 

Environment

Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) ACT

Korean EIA
 Korean EIA has improved over the past four decades. 

By instituting public participation and environmental monitoring, developing 

methodologies, and introducing strategic environmental assessment and health 

impact assessment. The shift is just transformation?



KSEIA Play
IA can play in ‘sustainable future’ for securing and sustaining ‘the 
future we want’ (Kim and Wolf 2014).

KSEIA (Korean Society of EIA) established in 1992 as IAIA affiliate provides a 
responsible IA tools and facilitate opportunities for sustainable future. 
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• Douglas and Wildavsky’s warning about 
the challenges to IA based on uncertain 
knowledge and the consequent 
contestation of assessment results remain 
salient.

Uncertain knowledge and the 
consequent contestation



January 25, 2008
Declaration to 
Government of 
the Pan-Korea 
Grand Canal EIA





KSEIA for Just Transformation

• The future of impact assessment is the           

    future of KSEIA. 

• KSEIA activities may focus on 

enhancing the academic knowledge 

and communicating with stakeholders 

for a just transformation society.



March 26, 2024 - Baltimore Key Bridge 
collapses 

after ship collision



Figure. The difference between reported deaths 
and excess mortality in World Bank income groups

Associated with COVID-19
January 2020 - December 2021
Global excess deaths: 14.91 m
Reported COVID19 Deaths: 5.42 m
WHO, May 2022





#iaia24

Let’s continue the conversation!
Post questions and comments in the IAIA24 app.
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