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[Image] is the 
worthiest, most 
striking translation of 
thought έ
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António Damásio

© Luiz Munhoz

Without emotion we 
do not reason well.έ



K.I.S.S.



Meaning?



άeach map/diagram is a mental construct, 

which can tell something about 

how different groups of people see reality.έ

Cees Leeuwis(2004) 



Meaning?

ü Dialogue 
& critical thinking



Visual literacy

The ability to successfully decode and interpret visual messages

and to encode and compose meaningful visual communications. 

Bamford (2003) 
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Photo visioning







Project Design Project Presentation 

(by the proponent)

VISUAL
TOOLS

Public Perception & 

Input
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Contexts (e.g. verbal form) and relationships

Visual literacy

Questioning, challenging, interacting

Critical visual literacy
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VISUAL TOOLS IN TODAYõS EIA 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

How to design?   Who to involve?
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Visual Tools may promote inclusive public participation

Visual Tools should be adequate to the stakeholders

1

2

CONCLUSIONS



aƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άone size fits allέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

RECOMMENDATIONS

1



RECOMMENDATIONS

Customizeyour visual tools!



aƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άone size fits allέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

RECOMMENDATIONS

1

2 !ƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
the choice and design of the Visual Tool



Visual communication in EIA: 
ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 



Rural, urban 

and industrial 
settings

Case1: extractive 

industry; 

Case 2 and Case 

3: infrastructure 
projects



(Non-participant) observation



In-depth interviews



Stakeholders

Project proponents Public



Proponentperception about 
the design and use of visual 

communication

Publicperceptions regarding their 
understanding and experience of visual 

communication



Who designs the visual tools?



Wedefined, together with the consultantsthat we 

used to conduct the environmental impact report, 

the presentation guide. So, we defined what we 

wanted to communicate and how we wanted to 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ όΧύΦ I believe [it] involved the people 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ όΧύ

Who designs the visual tools?



[we used] noise maps (é) so they would 

understand (é)

(é) I donôt understand 

anything (é)


